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not adding patience to their faith, allowed them-
selves to be worried out of the Society. Abolition-
ists holding office in the Society were very gener-
ally 'dropped out,' and the ark of the church
staggered on with no profane anti-slavery hands
upon it. I left the Society to its course, and took
mine, feeling quite sure the work would go on
whether Friends went with it or not. I never
despaired of a great change in the views of the So-
ciety, but I knew I could do little to promote it.
The pleas of youth and enthusiasm were not likely
to be heeded by my elders, who, in common with
the great majority of all sects, failed to compre-
hend the breadth and scope of a great Providential
movement in Grod's controversy with oppression."

In November, 1870, he sent " Marguerite " to
Celia Thaxter, asking her to criticise the ballad ;
" find all the faults in it and make a note of them."
On the same day he sent the ballad to Mrs. Fields
with the following note : " Some time ago I sent
the first draft of this little ballad to J. T. F., and
he, rightly considering its incompleteness, returned
it, I have just been reconstructing it, and I send
it, in the hope that it is better for my tinkering.
You know that one thousand of the Acadians were
distributed among the towns of Massachusetts,
where they were mostly treated as paupers. I am
not sure that I have succeeded in my attempt to
recall the too probable scenes of a century ago.
Bead it, and let thee or J. T. F. tell me what it
amounts to."

It was then accepted for the " Atlantic," and
published in the number for March, 1871.

"The Pageant " was written for an illustrated